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SPENCER — Students with Joshua Yoder’s first and third block
American History II classes held a party on Wednesday with a class-
relevant twist.

Each student “traveled back in time” by dressing as several well-known
figures in American history. Each student presented their party to an
adult they invited and explained accomplishments of the person they
were dressed as, the social impact that person had and the significance
of choosing that person.

“I first encouraged them get the five people that best connect with
them and from those five people to develop a theme,” said Joshua
Yoder, American history teacher at North Rowan. “I gave them a week
to prepare. It was really up to them to develop and make those
connections. It really is a student-led form of learning.”

Yoder said that he felt each of the projects “really embodied whom
students are” and “helped champion their capabilities.”

Students chose figures such as Elon Musk and Harriett Tubman as well
as musical acts and professional athletes.

With a primary focus on basketball, student Amir Watkins chose Isaiah
Thomas, Malcolm X, Michael Jordan, James Naismith and Elijah McCoy.
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“I’ve been playing since I was about 6 years old. I currently play as a
shooting guard for our varsity team,” said Watkins, who envisions going
to N.C. State University or N.C. A&T University after high school to
study audio engineering.

Yoder said that students were asked to create their own theme for their
presentation and to create a beverage and snack that could be applied
to the theme as well as two party favors. Students needed four people
from before the year 2000 and only one from afterward.

Yoder said that students were also required to provide historically
defensible reasons for choosing the individuals each of them chose.

The idea for the activity came from a summer course he took at Wake
Forest University.

“I have molded the assignment towards a more authentic piece and I
have found that the students have enjoyed working through the
intricacies of it,” he said.

Calling his presentation “Merica,” student Dustin Boger chose to focus
on current and former presidents: Donald Trump, Abraham Lincoln,
Theodore Roosevelt, Thomas Jefferson and John F. Kennedy.

Student Matthew Church’s theme was “Rock and Roll.”

Church chose Chester Bennington, Axl Rose, Stephen Tyler, Brett
Michaels and Anthony Kiedis as his five notable figures.

“Music has been a big part of my life and has helped me through a lot,”
Church said.
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